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costs for area differences in hospital
wage levels by a factor (established by
HCFA) reflecting the relative hospital
wage level in the geographic area of
the hospital compared to the national
average hospital wage level.

[52 FR 33058, Sept. 1, 1987, as amended at 53
FR 38533, Sept. 30, 1988; 57 FR 39825, Sept. 1,
1992]

§ 412.220 Special treatment of certain
hospitals located in Puerto Rico.

Subpart G of this part sets forth
rules for special treament of certain fa-
cilities under the prospective payment
system for inpatient operating costs.
The following sections in subpart G of
this part do not apply to hospitals lo-
cated in Puerto Rico:

(a) Section 412.92, sole community
hospitals.

(b) Section 412.96, referral centers.

[52 FR 33058, Sept. 1, 1987, as amended at 57
FR 39825, Sept. 1, 1992]

Subpart L—The Medicare Geo-
graphic Classification Review
Board

SOURCE: 55 FR 36766, Sept. 6, 1990, unless
otherwise noted.

CRITERIA AND CONDITIONS FOR
REDESIGNATION

§ 412.230 Criteria for an individual
hospital seeking redesignation to
another rural area or an urban
area.

(a) General. (1) Purpose. Except as
provided in paragraph (a)(5) of this sec-
tion, an individual hospital may be re-
designated from a rural area to an
urban area, from a rural area to an-
other rural area, or from an urban area
to another urban area for the purposes
of using the other area’s standardized
amount for inpatient operating costs,
wage index value, or both.

(2) Proximity. Except as provided in
paragraph (a)(3) of this section, to be
redesignated to another rural area or
an urban area, a hospital must dem-
onstrate a close proximity to the area
to which it seeks redesignation by
meeting the criteria in paragraph (b) of
this section, and submitting data re-
quested under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(3) Special rules for sole community hos-
pitals and rural referral centers. To be re-
designated under the special rules in
this paragraph, a hospital must be a
sole community hospital or a rural re-
ferral center as of the date of the
MGCRB’s review.

(i) A hospital that is a rural referral
center, a sole community hospital, or
both does not have to demonstrate a
close proximity to the area to which it
seeks redesignation.

(ii) If a hospital that is a rural refer-
ral center, a sole community hospital,
or both qualifies for urban redesigna-
tion, it is redesignated to the urban
area that is closest to the hospital. If
the hospital is closer to another rural
area than to any urban area, it may
seek redesignation to either the closest
rural or the closest urban area.

(iii) If a sole community hospital or
rural referral center loses its special
status as a result of redesignation, the
hospital is considered to retain its spe-
cial status for the purpose of applica-
bility of the special rules in paragraph
(a)(3) of this section.

(iv) A hospital that is redesignated
under paragraph (a)(3) of this section
may not be redesignated in the same
fiscal year under paragraph (a)(2) of
this section.

(4) Application of criteria. In applying
the numeric criteria contained in
§§ 412.230(b)(1) and (2), (d)(2), (e)(1)(iii),
and (e)(l)(iv) (A) and (B), rounding of
numbers to meet the mileage or quali-
fying percentage standard is not per-
mitted.

(5) Limitations on redesignation. The
following limitations apply to redesig-
nation:

(i) An individual hospital may not be
redesignated to another area for pur-
poses of the wage index if the pre-re-
classified average hourly wage for that
area is lower than the pre-reclassified
average hourly wage for the area in
which the hospital is located.

(ii) For redesignations effective in
fiscal years 1997 and 1998 and 2002 and
thereafter, a hospital may not be redes-
ignated for purposes of the standard-
ized amount if the area to which the
hospital seeks redesignation does not
have a higher standardized amount
than the standardized amount the hos-
pital currently receives.
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